The Bible and the
Environment

Is Christianity to blame for the
current the Ecological Crisis?
“Judaism and Christianity have long been concerned
with justice and compassion for the acts of man to
man, but [they] have traditionally assumed nature to
be a mere backdrop for the human play.”
--Ian L. McHarg
“Christianity, in absolute contrast to ancient paganism
and Asia’s religions…, not only established a dualism
of man and nature but also insisted that it is God’s will
that man exploit nature for his proper ends.”
Lynn White, Jr.
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White largely blames
Genesis 1:26-28
26 And

God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female created he
them.
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.

Genesis 1:26-28
• Creation in image of God
sets humanity over and apart
from nature; makes
humanity into gods
• God values humanity far
above the rest of creation
• “Dominion” and “subdue
it” implies humanity is free
to exploit nature at will
• Nature no longer has any
value except to serve
humankind
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Genesis 1:26-28
� What does it mean to be created in the image and
likeness of God?
� God values and cares for all His creation
�
�
�
�

Genesis 1:1-2:3
Psalm 148
Psalm 104
Job 38-41

� God remains the Creator and Lord of all creation
� Genesis 1-2
� Psalm 24:1

� What does “dominion” and “subdue” mean?

Psalm 148
� Catalogue of Creatures
� Heavenly Creatures (vv 1-4)
� Earthly Creatures (vv 7-12)

� Why God is to be praised
� He is the Creator (vv 5-6)
� He is the only One exalted

above all creatures (vs 13)
� His care for Israel (vs14)

Psalm 148
• All Creation praises/glorifies
God as their Creator
• How do inanimate beings
praise/glorify God? (cf. Ps. 19:1-4)
• Implication: God enjoys, values
creation’s praise
• Is Humanity’s praise unique?
• Mentioned last at the
climax? (what of the angels?)
• Or last as less faithful?

Psalm 148
� “…pre-scientific animism … that attributes rational
consciousness to all things, even mountains, rain and
trees. Or … mere poetic fancy”?
� “…the metaphor points to a reality: all creatures
bring glory to God simply by being themselves and
fulfilling their God-given roles in God’s creation.”
� “All creatures exist for God’s glory, and we most
effectively learn to see other creatures in that way, to
glimpse, as it were, their value for God that has
nothing to do with their usefulness to us, when we join
them in their own glorification of God.”

Psalm 148
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Other Psalms
� Ps. 19:1-4

The heavens are telling the glory of
God;
and the firmament proclaims his
handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares
knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there
words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all
the earth,
and their words to the end of the
world.
2nd “voice” = ( קוqav; 5x in Heb. Bible)

Other Psalms
� Ps. 96

O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the
earth! … Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth
rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field
exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of
the wood sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the
world with righteousness, and the peoples with his
truth.

Other Psalms
� Ps. 98

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous
things! … Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! Sing
praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the
sound of melody! With trumpets and the sound of the
horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! Let
the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who
dwell in it! Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills
sing for joy together before the Lord, for he comes to
judge the earth. He will judge the world with
righteousness, and the peoples with equity.

Psalm 104
� God’s “generous extravagance in creation”
� The wonderful diversity of creatures
� God’s generous provision for all his creatures

The breath of life (vv 29-30)
Water (vv 10-13, 16)
Food (vv 21, 28)
Habitat (vv 6-9, 12, 16-17, 18, 22)
Times and season (vv 19-23, 27)
Joy (12, 15, 26, 31)
All Creation is directly dependant on God (vv 27-30)
Seven creatures are named
Humans exceptional, but not superior
Leviathan is tamed
The value of all created things to God
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
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Job 38-41

“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:…”

Dominion Theology and Greek
Philosophy
• Early Christians inherited from the

Stoics and Aristotle, not the Bible,
the idea the rest of creation was
made for humanity’s benefit.
• This was qualified by the strong
sense of createdness which humanity
shared with other creatures
• Ps. 148
• The Benedicite (Dan. 3:52-90)

Dominion Theology and Francis
Bacon
• Renaissance: Image of
God means not just that
humans are rational, rather
they share in the divine
activity of creating and
mastering the world
• Bacon: It is humanity’s
duty, by science and
technology, to better nature
and to recover humanity’s
lost excellence

Dominion Theology and Francis
Bacon

R. Bauckham, “Human Authority in Creation,” in God and the
Crisis of Freedom
M. Northcott, A Political Theology of Climate Change
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The Christian Hope
Collect for Ascension Day
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into the heavens,
so we in heart and mind may also ascend
and with him continually dwell;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Funeral Prayer
You promised eternal life to those who believe.
Remember for good this your servant N
as we also remember him/her.
Bring all who rest in Christ
into the fullness of your kingdom
where sins have been forgiven
and death is no more.

The Christian Hope: Isaiah 11
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall feed;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The sucking child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

The Christian Hope: Isaiah 11
• Progressive Revelation

• Messianic Context
• The entirely earthly context
of Isaiah’s eschatological hope

The Christian Hope: Isaiah 65
17 “For

behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the
former things shall not be remembered or come into mind.
... no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and
the cry of distress. 20 No more shall there be in it an infant
that lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill
out his days, for the child shall die a hundred years old, and
the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 21 They
shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant
vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and
another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for
like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and
my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. ...
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall
eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, says
the LORD.”

The Christian Hope: Revelation
21-22
New Heaven and new Earth
� City imagery
� Nuptial imagery
� God dwells with humanity and humanity with God
� “To the thirsty I will give from the fountain of the
water of life without payment.”
� Jewels, precious stones, gold
� Paradise imagery
� Recalls Ezekiel’s vision of the Dead Sea coming to
life

The Christian Hope: Romans 8
18 I

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God; 20 for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the
glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in travail together until
now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The Christian Hope
� Paul clearly expects a future for material creation
� Our redemption is tied to the redemption of creation
� The redemption of creation parallels the resurrection
of bodies
� Resurrection is not immortality of the soul
� Resurrection is not resuscitation of the body
� Paul’s hope seems remarkably coherent with John’s
� What of 2 Peter 3:10-13?

The Christian Hope: Irenaeus of
Lyons
• Fl. AD 180-200
• Native a Roman Asia
• Bishop of Lyons
• Early advocate of Theosis
• New earth is setting for Theosis
• Very corporeal understanding of
New Earth
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